
Attachment:  P1-32A 
 
 

COLORADO SPRINGS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

RIDE-ALONG PROGRAM 
 
 
Dear Citizen, 
 
As a courtesy to the citizens of this community, the Colorado Springs Police Department has 
established a policy of allowing a limited number of persons to observe Patrol operations of the 
Police Department. 
 
We are pleased to be able to extend this courtesy to you.  Please keep in mind that while 
participating as an observer, you will be under the direct control of your host officer at all times. 
 
Due to our concerns for your safety, the safety of our officers, and to assure that we can continue 
to deliver effective service to all of our citizens, we must place certain restrictions on this 
privilege.  These restrictions are as follows: 
 

 With a few exceptions, to participate in the program you must be 18 years of age or 
older. 

 
 Prior to your ride, you will be required to sign a waiver of liability form.  This form is 

intended to release the City of Colorado Springs, the Colorado Springs Police 
Department, and any individual officer from civil liability for any and all injuries 
suffered by you as a result of your association with the Department as an observer.  In 
the case of persons between the age of 16 and 18 years, this waiver must be signed by 
both the individual wishing to ride and a parent or legal guardian. 

 
 The Police Department requires that you be physically able to perform the observation 

function without assistance from your host officer. 
 
 You will be required to maintain a neat, clean, and businesslike appearance.  Please 

keep in mind that your appearance while in the company of our officers will be a 
reflection upon the Police Department.  If a question arises about the suitability of your 
appearance, the supervisor will make a decision about your continuation in the 
program. THIS DECISION WILL BE FINAL. 

 
 Under no circumstances may you be armed with a weapon. 
 
 The United States Supreme Court has ruled that under most circumstances, civilian 

observers may not accompany police officers into private residences or businesses 
without the permission of the occupant(s).  When circumstances permit, your host 
officer will introduce you to the occupants and ask for permission, however you may 
not enter the premises unless it is granted.  When it is not, you will be asked to remain 
in the patrol car or other safe location. 

 
 You may accompany the officer during prisoner transport and booking processes if, 

and in the officer's opinion, it would not constitute a hazard to any of the persons 
involved or interfere with an investigation. 

 
 You shall not participate in any police activity or converse with any prisoner, suspect, 

witness, or any other person contacted on police business unless your host officer has 
granted permission. 

 
 You shall not inquire as to why an officer handled a complaint as he/she did until after 

the completion of the call. 
 



 You shall not make any audio or video recordings during your tour without the prior 
knowledge and permission of your host officer.  Although officers will not demand to 
review or edit tapes made with their permission, you should be aware of the possibility 
that the tapes could be taken as evidence if they contain information important to an 
open criminal case. 

 
Now that we have discussed the restrictions placed upon the riders, we would like to familiarize 
you with certain procedures, which may help keep you safe and may assist the officers with whom 
you are riding. 
 

 Become familiar with the operation of the radio linking you with dispatch - - IT IS 
YOUR LIFELINE!  Know your officer's unit designation number (i.e. 2-Adam-11), or 
at the very least his name.  In case the officer is incapacitated, you need to know how 
to use the radio to call for help. 

 
 Know where you are by street name and approximate hundred block.  This could be 

crucial should you need to call for help.  Be aware of the street signs as you turn from 
one street to another and watch for landmarks, such as major businesses, which will 
pinpoint your location. 

 
 Be self-sufficient.  Do not become a liability to the officer with who you are riding.  

Keep in mind that they have important duties and should not have to be constantly 
concerned with your welfare.   

 
 Establish a rapport with your host officer.  Make sure that you both understand what is, 

and is not, expected of you.  Know ahead of time if you are expected to stay in the car 
on particular calls or incidents. 

 
 Think ahead.  Your host officer might like you to jot down the license number, time 

and other pertinent details while he/she is making the initial contact on traffic stops.  
Double check the license number for accuracy.  This small contribution might help all 
concerned if something unexpected happens. 

 
 Enjoy yourself.  We hope this will be a learning experience for you and give you an 

insight into the duties of police officers. 
 

We wish to thank you for giving us the opportunity to demonstrate the services performed by our 
Police Department. We hope that when you turn in your "Ride-Along Guest Badge" at the end of 
your tour of duty, you will leave with a new appreciation of what it means to be an officer of the 
Colorado Springs Police Department. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COLORADO SPRINGS POLICE DEPARTMENT RELEASE AND INDEMNIFICATION AGREEMENT 
 
I, __________________________________, in and for the consideration of the City of Colorado Springs permitting me to ride as an observer 
in a Colorado Springs Police vehicle, while such vehicle is used for on-duty police functions, do hereby release and forever discharge and 
covenant to hold harmless, for myself and my heirs, personal representatives, administrators, successors and assignees, the City of Colorado 
Springs Police Department and any of their officers, agents or employees, any and all other officers, agents or employees, and any and all other 
persons, firms and corporation of and from any and all liability for any and all claims, demands, damages, costs, liabilities, losses and causes of 
action, which may arise incidental to my accompanying such City employees or agents in such vehicle on any occasion on which I ride as an 
observer. 
 
I further understand that police activities, by their very nature, can and will in all probability, involve some danger.  I hereby fully assume the 
risk for any of the potential dangers which are associated with police patrol activities as a condition to being granted this privilege. 
 
I further agree to fully indemnify the City of Colorado Springs, the Colorado Springs Police Department and any and all of their officers, 
agents or employees from any and all third party claims, demands, or causes of action for damages, costs, liability and losses of any kind which 
result from an injury due to acts or omissions on my part at any time upon which I am a participant in the Colorado Springs Police Department 
Ride-Along Program. 
 
I understand that the privilege and authorization which is granted to me by the approval of this Release and Indemnification Agreement may be 
revoked at any moment, if in the opinion of the supervising officer or any Police Department member, my actions constitute a hazard or 
hindrance to any aspect of police duties or safety.   
 
I further warrant that no promise or inducement has been offered except as herein set forth that this Release and Indemnification Agreement is 
executed without reliance upon any statement or representation by the persons or parties released, or their representatives, concerning the 
nature or extent of any potential damages or legal liability therefore. 
 
I warrant that I am legally competent to execute this document.  (This paragraph applies only to those 18 years of age or older.) 
 
Dated this _________ day of ____________________, 20____. 
 
 __________________________________ 
 (Signed in presence of notary) 
State of Colorado  
County of El Paso 
 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this _____day of ____________________, 20____. 
 
______________________________________________ 
Notary Public 
______________________________________________     (SEAL) 
Notary Address 
______________________________________________ 
Notary Commission Expires 
 
PARENTAL PERMISSION AND AGREEMENT 
(Necessary for All Persons Under 18 Years of Age) 
 
I, ____________________________________, am the parent or legal guardian of ______________________________, who is a person under 
18 years of age.  I have read and understand this release and Indemnification Agreement. 
 
______________________________ has my permission to ride as an observer in a Colorado Springs Police vehicle as provided above.  It is 
hereby agreed that I am a party to this Release and Indemnification Agreement and that said agreement is binding upon me, said child, and any 
and all our legal heirs and successors of whatever kind.  I further warrant that I am legally competent to execute this document. 
 
Dated this _________ day of ____________________, 20____. 
 
 ___________________________________ 
 (Signed in presence of notary) 
State of Colorado  
County of El Paso 
 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this _____day of ____________________, 20____. 
 
______________________________________________ 
Notary Public 
______________________________________________     (SEAL) 
Notary Address 
______________________________________________ 
Notary Commission Expires 



ATTACHMENT:  SOP P1-32B 

 

COLORADO SPRINGS POLICE DEPARTMENT 

RIDE-ALONG PROGRAM APPLICATION 

 

TO BE COMPLETED BY POLICE DEPARTMENT 

DIVISION:___________________ 

 

RIDE AUTHORIZED RIDER NOTIFIED CSPD TRAINING BACKGROUND CHECK 

 YES  YES 1. HISTORY WANTS 

 NO  NO 2.  LOCAL  LOCAL 

BY:  3.  QH NCIC  NCIC 

DATE:  4.  QH CCIC  CCIC 

      MIC 

ASSIGNED OFFICER: 

 

 5. OPERATOR: 

DATE:  6. DATE: 

TO BE COMPLETED BY RIDER 

 

NAME:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (FIRST) (MIDDLE) (LAST) 

 

ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (STREET) (CITY)  (STATE) (ZIP) 

 

HOME TELEPHONE:_______________________________ WORK TELEPHONE:___________________________ 

 

PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 (NAME) (ADDRESS) 

 

AGE:________DATE OF BIRTH:______________RACE:______SEX:______SS#:___________________________ 

LIST ANY HEALTH PROBLEMS:__________________________________________________________________ 

WHO SHOULD WE CONTACT IN CASE OF EMERGENCY?____________________________________________ 

NAME:_________________________________________ADDRESS:______________________________________ 

RELATIONSHIP:______________________HOME TELEPHONE:___________________WORK:_______________ 

REQUESTED DATE OF RIDE:_______________________STARTING TIME OF RIDE:______________________ 

REQUESTED OFFICER (IF ANY):_____________________________DATE SUBMITTED:_____________________ 

 

Please complete the information on this form.  Your notarized signature on the release and indemnification agreement on 

the backside of this form must be completed prior to submitting the form.  A notary is available at the Falcon Division – 

7850 Goddard St, Sand Creek Division – 4125 Center Park Dr, Gold Hill Division – 955 W Moreno Av, and Stetson Hill 

Division, 4110 Tutt Blvd.  Return this completed form to the Patrol Division where you want to ride at least three (3) days 

prior to the date of the ride. 

 

Unless you are notified that your application to ride has been disapproved you should report to the front desk at the 

Division you have selected to ride approximately 15 minutes prior to the start time of the ride.  A supervisor will brief you, 

and will assign you to an officer.  The Department trusts that you will have an interesting and informative experience, 

which will provide you with an insight into the police function.  Please read the Release and Indemnification Agreement on 

the backside of this form and sign in the presence of a notary.  Thank you for your interest in the program. 
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